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The rapid development of Asynchronous Transfer Mode technology in the last 10-15 years has 
stimulated renewed interest in the design and analysis of switching systems, leading to new 
ideas for system designs and new insights into the performance and evaluation of such 
systems. As ATM moves closer to realizing the vision of ubiquitous broadband ISDN services, 
the design of switching systems takes on growing importance. This paper seeks to clarify the 
key architectural issues for ATM switching system design and provides a survey of the current 
state-of-the-art. 
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